
ALERT  CYCLONE  

 

       Madagascar                                                                Nairobi, 19 January, 2018 

SITUATION  

In the afternoon  of Friday the 5 January 2018, the region of Atsinanana in Madagascar, was affected 

by the tropical cyclone Ava with a maximum wind speed of 150 kph alternated by gusts of  205 

km/h in a radius of 37 km around its center. The tropical storm hit the Island country off South-

eastern on Friday and Saturday killing at least 29 people nationwide and forcing more than 

17,000 from their homes. According to the Statement from the National Bureau for Risk and 

Catastrophe Management or BNGRC, 22 people are still missing. Overall, Ava affected more 

than 83,000 people.  

 

The cyclone struck the Eastern part of Madagascar the hardest. There, towns flooded and 

buildings collapsed, crops were destroyed, roads were damaged and communications were 

knocked down. Heavy rains are expected and spread in Regions Atsinanana, Analanjirofo, 

Alaotra Mangoro and Vatovavy Fitovinany.  

 

In March 2017, tropical cyclone Enawo slammed into the northeast of the country, killing at 

least 80 people displacing almost a quarter of a million. Enawo was the strongest cyclone to hit 

Madagascar in 13 years with winds of 230kph, the equivalent of a category 4 hurricane.  
 

NEEDS  

The cyclone has put the region in a state of crisis. The cyclone affected persons find themselves in a 
desperate situation, with many unmet vital humanitarian needs such as access to:  

☒ sufficient food  

☒ safe shelter and basic non-food items 

☒ basic health services and facilities 

☒ safe drinking water, as well as sanitation and hygiene 
infrastructure  

☒ livelihood activities 

☒ protection services 

 
Destructive storms like Ava mean that a country’s impoverished citizens would have to face further 
challenges. There is a pressing necessity to provide immediate assistance to minimize loss of life and to 
ensure that the needs of the most vulnerable are covered first.  
 

STAKEHOLDERS  

The following national and international entities are present and doing their best to respond to the 
crisis: 
 

☒ National government National Bureau for Risk and Catastrophe Management 

(BNGRC) 

☒ UN Agencies UNOCHA 

☒ Red Cross Red Crescent 
Movement 

National Red Cross Society 

☒ Faith based groups ACT Alliance Madagascar Forum 

☒ Affected communities In the affected regions. 

 

The emergency response is currently being coordinated by National Bureau for Risk and 

Catastrophe Management (BNGRC). To ensure that the humanitarian response is well coordinated 
and complementary, the ACT forum members in Madagascar are taking part in meetings with all 
relevant sectors and stakeholders and establish an open line of communication with crisis affected 
persons and communities to ensure a humanitarian response based on participation and feedback. 
 



  

 
 

SECRETARIAT: 150, route de Ferney, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, Switz. TEL.: +4122 791 6434 – FAX: +4122 791 6506 – 
www.actalliance.org 

 

ACT Alliance  

 

☒ ACT Alliance has been working in Madagascar since 1996, now helping/planning to help 
people affected by the cyclone 

☒ ACT Alliance works in areas affected by the cyclone, and is assessing the impact of the 
disaster to better understand the needs and vulnerabilities 

☒ ACT Alliance is currently monitoring the situation and is preparing a rapid needs assessment 
to have an in-depth context analysis and better understanding of existing vulnerabilities. 

☒ ACT Alliance is monitoring the situation and emergency teams are ready/preparing to respond 
according to the results of a contextual analysis and rapid needs assessment.  

☒ In collaboration with relevant stakeholders, the ACT forum has identified a gap in safe 

shelter, food, non-food items, wash kits and protection  and has resolved that if funded, 
it will have the capacity to properly bridge the identified gap.   

☒ The ACT forum is planning on submitting a funding proposal to provide food, non-food 

items and wash kits to ensure that the cyclone affected persons’ basic needs are met with 

regards to wash, health and livelihoods.   

☒ ACT Alliance is ready to respond, by providing food, non-food items and wash kits to 

2,450 affected persons in the coming weeks. 

☒ Furthermore, ACT Alliance will engage in advocacy on the national and international level to 
ensure that the voices of those affected by the cyclone are amplified.  

 
 

 
Any funding indication or pledge should be communicated to the Head of Finance and Administration, 
Line Hempel (Line.Hempel@actalliance.org) 
 
For further information please contact: 
 

Forum Coordinator, Tsialoninarivo Rahajary (saf@moov.mg, direction@saf-fjkm.org, 

tsialoninarivo_rahajary@saf-fjkm.org) 
 
 

ACT Regional Programme Officer, Arnold Ambundo,  (Arnold.Ambundo@actalliance.org) 
 
 
ACT Web Site address: http://www.actalliance.org 
 

http://www.actalliance.org/
mailto:Line.Hempel@actalliance.org
mailto:saf@moov.mg
mailto:direction@saf-fjkm.org
mailto:tsialoninarivo_rahajary@saf-fjkm.org
mailto:text.@actalliance.org
http://www.actalliance.org/

