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Alert note

Burundi
DRC refugee influx, 16" January 2026.

Completed by: National Council of Churches of Burundi (CNEB)
Date completed: 16" January 2026

Forum: ACT Burundi forum

Type of emergency: Influx of DRC Refugees to Burundi

Date of emergency (if rapid onset):

Funding Survey

If the forum indicates a plan to launch an appeal, we request that funding members please fill out
this survey form, which will help the Emergency Steering Committee assess the funding
environment for this response. Please respond to this survey within 24 hours of Alert publication.

1. The nature of the emergency

Since the beginning of December 2025, more than 90,000 Congolese refugees have flocked to Burundi,
fleeing intense fighting between the loyalist army of Kinshasa and the M23 movement in South Kivu backed by
local militias and Burundian troops (ReliefWeb). The recent fighting has killed at least 74 civilians, injured
more than 80, and displaced over 200,000 people, many of them children (Relief Web).

According to UNHCR, the refugees in Burundi from DRC indicate a worsening situation requiring urgent
mobilization of resources and assistance to the persons within the refugee camps due to the large numbers
of persons arriving from DRC.

2. The impact and scale of the emergency

The refugee crisis in Burundi would be a medium-sized emergency due to the number of refugees within the
refugee camps and transit sites (SOSMediaBurundi). As a result, the camp is facing severe crowding, and living
conditions in the camp are very difficult, with limited access to drinking water, food, hygiene, and necessities.
The refugee camps in Burundi are severely overcrowded, and families lack clean water, proper shelter, and
sanitation. Cholera has already been reported (UNOCHA).

The transit centres and refugee camps lack basic resources, such as safe water, and the lack of other
important resources and social infrastructure, such as roads, schools, and health facilities, in addition to the
need for livelihoods and protection.

At least 50 DRC refugees have died in Burundi (UNHCR), with 25 deaths attributed to the cholera outbreak and
other health-related issues. MSF reported that in one of the camps, 42% of persons tested positive for Malaria,
and cases of cholera have been confirmed (30 cases), resulting in deaths, as well as cases of diarrhoea,
vomiting, respiratory diseases, and pneumonia due to lack of shelter and cold weather. These refugees lack
shelter, clothing, clean water, food, hygiene kits (including toilets), healthcare, and dignity kits. If nothing is
done immediately, the death toll will increase, as will the number of cases of gender-based violence (GBV).
This population will also face the problems of trauma and social conflict.

Many refugees find themselves in transit centres located in Western, Northwestern, and Southwestern
Burundi, waiting to be taken to refugee camps or to other relocation sites which will probably be set up by the
Government of Burundi and UNHCR in the future. There are several transit centres and border points, including
Rumonge, Buganda, and Cishemere, as of 28" December 2025.

As of 5" January 2026, Busuma refugee camp, which was designed for 50,000 persons, has already exceeded
this number and now hosts 65,902 persons (10,984 HH).

The two most affected provinces in Burundi are Bujumbura (Cishemere, Gatumba, Kasenga locations) and
Burunga (Magara, Rumonge, Makombe locations), according to ReliefWeb. The Burundian government and
local hosting population have done their best to help these refugees but remain limited by the socioeconomic
problems they already face. Due to that situation, UNHCR declared Burundi a level 2 emergency. The Burundi
government has requested assistance to respond to this emergency (France 24).



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=eviglqwOsUqKJ9-kiNdrsjPTXJHoI5lCjyEjM-GbCSBUNzRJWFZSUVM3RFhOSk1HMlJRWkxaQ0dYRS4u
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-food-security-outlook-update-influxes-refugees-and-returning-burundians-add-pressure-amid-stressed-conditions
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/weworld-flash-update-3-drc-and-burundi-escalating-crisis-along-drc-burundi-border-17-december-2025
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/120384
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/en/2026/01/11/burundi-congolese-refugees-risk-their-lives-in-the-rusizi-river-as-regional-tensions-escalate/
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-occupied-palestinian-territory-sudan-democratic-republic-congo-myanmar-sri#democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-population-movement-dref-mdrbi023
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/weworld-flash-update-3-drc-and-burundi-escalating-crisis-along-drc-burundi-border-17-december-2025
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The refugee population is composed of men, women, boys, and girls, with the most vulnerable being
unaccompanied and orphaned minors, children-headed households, pregnant and lactating women, the
elderly, people with disabilities, and people with chronic illnesses. The largest group with special needs is
pregnant and lactating mothers (23%) and single parents (21%).

3. Local and national capacity

Burundi Government

The Minister of Foreign Affairs sent diplomats to the refugee settlement camps to visit the affected areas and
encourage other partners to assist. The Minister of the Interior called on refugees staying with families or in
hotels to return to the transit camps to be registered before being transferred to permanent camps.

The government of Burundi has declared a state of emergency and launched an appeal for national and
international solidarity to support ongoing efforts to address this humanitarian crisis. During this crisis, the
Burundian Government convened a meeting including UN agencies and NGOs on 11" December, in which
they updated participants on the rising figures and needs of refugees and asylum seekers. The Burundi
Government (Star) called on partners to provide: Non-food items (NFI), food, protection, WASH, clean
drinking water, latrines, shelter (tents), but also to ensure adequate protection teams across sites, as well
as available awareness and communication about services, protection, GBV, among other needs. The
recommendation was to develop and submit a humanitarian/emergency response plan to UNHCR and
OPRA and to share details of support per site.

Partners

Partners are active and present in the locations, working closely with the local government, coordinated by
UNHCR. Several partners are active in the camp including WFP, UNICEF, EU, IOM, WHO, UNFPA, IRC, MSF,
Red Cross Burundi, Social Action for Development (SAD), HealthNet TPO, Save the children, United Partners
for Humanitarian Welfare Organization (PHWO), COPED Burundi, Safe Inclusion, Help Channel Burundi,
Tearfund, ACPDH, ICRC, African Initiative for Relief and Development (AIRD), Spring communities, Great at
Vision Group and Caritas among others.

UNHCR has been distributing cash to support 4,200 of the most vulnerable households. Other actors are
also taking up some urgent needs, although many needs remain unmet. On 17" December, UNHCR
launched an emergency appeal over a four-month period covering December 2025- March 2026.

4. Key needs and gaps

The affected refugees lack access to food, shelter, clothing, safe water, hygiene kits (including toilets),
healthcare, dignity kits, prevention of Gender-Based Violence, trauma healing, family tracing and
reunification, and social conflict management structures, despite existing gaps in assistance.

Please indicate whether you are considering:

Indicate your intention
with an X below

Rapid Response Fund (intended for small and medium-scale
emergencies)
Appeal (intended for large-scale emergencies) X
If you indicate an intention to launch an appeal, the secretariat will activate an Emergency Steering
Committee meeting within two working days on receipt of this alert.

5. Forum Capacity and members' intention to respond

ACT Member Geographical focus Sectors of expertise and
experience

Christian AID International Humanitarian
Peace Building and Conflict
Prevention

Gender Justice
Climate Adaptation and Resilience
Governance & Rights



https://www.thestar.com.my/news/world/2025/12/20/34-cholera-cases-reported-in-burundi039s-busuma-refugee-camp
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/news-stories/news/unprecedented-influx-eu-responds-burundi-dr-congo-border-crisis-2025-12-16_en
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CORDAID

International

Food and non-food, WASH, health,
and protection (operates through
local partners only for its
humanitarian response)

CNEB

Local

Humanitarian response, peace
building, GBV, trauma healing, and
economic empowerment.

LWF

International

Humanitarian response, including
refugee camp management and
different interventions, Food
security, Climate and resilient
livelihoods, Protection and Social
cohesion, among others.

6. Potential responses

following areas:

social cohesion

The ACT Burundi Forum is currently updating its forum EPRP and would like to respond in the

Provision of NFls: - Dignity kits, Kitchen items, emergency shelter items.
Provision of food items: - cooking oil, flour, rice, maize and beans, porridge flour.
Sensitization: on Safeguarding, hygiene, prevention of Gender Based Violence, and promoting




